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Shooticg while riding.

(k.

IN WAR

By Herperr Haminros,

‘I'HE bicycle has now won for itself a recognised
place in the armies of the world ; it is proving
of great value in the South African campaign.

As silent as a bare-footed runner, swifter
than a galloping horse, and more stealthy
and enduring—Ileaving only a track so
indefinite that it is well-nigh impossible to
tell which way he has passed—the armed
cyclist, although lacking all the pomp and
majesty of the horse-soldier, is in many
circumstances more dangerous.

In Great DBritain, France, Germany, and
Austria, and in the United States, the military
authorities have long ago convinced them-

selves that the bicycle is more than a pleasure toy, and that there are very real possibilities

of usefulness before it in war,
Exhaustive experiments have been carried
out by the British Volunteers for many years

past, with a view to determining the war. uses -

of the cycle. The first cycle corps, formed
in "87—now known as the 26th Middlesex
(Cyclist) V.R.C.—is the crack cyclist cdrps of
the world. At Volunteer manceuvres it has
covered itself with glory on many occasions;
while it is the' model on which all the cycling
companies in European armies have  been
patterned.  Displays illustrating the possi-
bilities of cyclists as mounted infantry and
for ambulance work, as well as for hauling a
Maxim gun, have been given by members of
the corps, under Sergeant Rule, during the
last three Royal Military Tournaments in
London.  Since the founding of the “ Cyclist
Corps,” as the 2fith Middlesex is called,
the British War Office has permitted every
volunteer regiment to equip a certain number
of cyclists, who now exceed 4000 men in all.

Being volunteers, they cannot, of course,—
unless special Acts of Parliament are passed
—take an official part in the South African
War, However, cyclists are already bearian

Une of the beyeles recently dlapatehed to South Africaby
the British War Ofics,
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a large share in the operations, being
employed alike by the British and
Boer Army for conveying dispatches.
It is not generally known that the
War Office dispatched 1o South
Africa in the middle of November
a big batch of bicycles, specially
equipped and enamelled in khaki.
Several British officers have their
machines with them at the front.
The roads in South Africa,
although limited, are by no means
to be despised from the cyclist's
point of view, and before the war
broke out, the Ladysmith Cycling Sergeant Rale will pick up a wounded man, while riding—
Club was in a flourishing condition,
while in the Transvaal, the Johannesburg Wanderers Club was famed for the number of
record-breaking riders among its members. It was at the time of the Jameson Raid, when a
dispatch rider passed in safety through the Boer
lines with messages from the Outlanders to Dr.
Jameson, that the Boer military authorities first
began to realise the invaluable services which
cyclists might perform in war time. General
Joubert’s forces now contain several well-known
local prize-winners who have already proved their
value.  On more than one occasion Colonel Baden-
Powell has emploved cvelists at Mafeking.

The cycle promises to be of most use in the
present war in carryving dispatch-riders and
skirmishers, A cveling dispatch-rider can take
messages from seventy to a hundred miles in a day
~—a distance which would mean  death from
exhaustion 33 e
to any
horse. Cye-
ling skir-
. mishers,
«—— Lift him on to the handls-bare, and take bim safely bending low

out of danger. -, %
in their
saddles, can flit silently and almost invisibly round the
enemy and return with reports of their movements,
and of the nature of the country, before gfty horse-
man could have got fairly under weigh.

They can be used as outposts, or as advance or
rear guards, to a force on the march. They can
perform valuable work as convoys to cavalry, guns,
or 1apidly moving columns of supply. As maiders,
they can make sudden, silent dashes into the enemy’s
country, deliver swift, unexpected blows, and be away
to attack elsewhere, to blow up bridges, destroy
telegraph wires, railways, and all forms of ©oOm-  , Lisier who has lost bia eyele, riding on the bandle-

munication, before pursuit can be atempted. bars of his comrade's machine, and covering the
retreat.
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Cyeling ambulance corps at work.

True, the horse-soldier is superior in
strength to the cyclist.  He can go where no
cyclist can follow awheel. The cyclist has
no shock of action, to use a muilitary phrase,
and a thorn on his path may put him out
of play. But these drawbacks will not with-
hold the soldier cyclist from occupying a
most important part in an army’s organisa-
tion. And the chances of a bicyele being
damaged in action are smaller than in the
case of a horse.

As scouts, military cyclists have many
opportunitics of displayving their powers of
speed and endurance ; and their use in this
direction was clearly proved at the cycling
manceuvres  which took  place at Alder-

shot, when a corps of about thirty riders
were sent out to scour the district within a
radius of twenty miles, with: a view to dis-
covering the quantity of supplies available for
an imaginary invading army.

Fach of the four companies comprising
the corps took different routes, sections of
each scouring different roads.  As must
always be the case when a cyeling corps is on
the march, the pace was regulated to the
powers of the weakest rider. It speaks well for
the capabilitics of every man in this particular
company that in eleven hours no fewer than
400 miles of road were traversed, and 150
towns and villages were visited. Repors,
which would have been invaluable in time of

Bringing & Maxim into aclion, drawn by three eéyclists whose machines are connected by a light red with the gun-carriage.

Pholog b} K. N,

Themas, Chedpende.
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A mstor eyele, with Mazim gun attached. Cyclists in rear carrying ammumition,

war, were brought in, giving details of the
number of cattle seen, and of the farms,
butchers’ and grocers” shops that might be
called upon to yvield supplies.

Major Charles E. Liles, commandant of
the British Cyclist Corps, with his battalicn
of cycling soldiers, carries out many experi-
ments.  Every kind of machine is tested 10
prove which give the best results, and different
varietics of rapid firing guns are mounted on
tandems, double tricycles, safeties, or motor
cycles, with the object of discovering the best
method of distributing their weight.

Military cyclists have so far had few oppor-
tunities of proving their worth in actual war-
fare, although several war  correspondents

e

used bicyveles with success during the recent
Soudan campaigns. Before war in South
Africa broke out, no British military cyclists
had seen active service, nor have the cyclists
in the French and German armies vet been
called upon to ride to battle.  Of the expe-
riences of the United States Signal Corps 1
shall have something to say later,

Just as the cavalry soldier is trained to carry
a wounded man before him on the saddle, so
the cyelist is trained to ride his machine with
another soldier seated on the handle-bars, or
standing on the step behind.  So expert have
some of the riders become, that whilst one
man works his cycle, another, seated facing
him on the handle-bars, rests a rifle on his

Cyelist corps, with Maxzim, holding & road,
FPhaotes by Wildman & Co., Woking.
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shoulder, and fires a round in this precarious
position. Many of the men are expert trick-
riders, and look upon tent-pegging, lemon-
cutting, cleaving the Turk’s head, and other
feats which are difficult to the cavalry man, as
child’s play.  One of their most showy tricks
is to ride.with firmly-tied wrists and ankles,
as though making a daring escape from
captivity.

For many vears past the French authorities
have been studyving the use of the bicycle,
and it is to Major
Giérard, of the French
Army, more than to
any other, that the
excellence which has
been attained by the
French cyclists is
due. It was at his
suggestion that a
regular baualion of
cyclists was first
formed, and under
his direction the men
practised the exer-
cises and feats
usually performed by
cavalry or mounted.
infantry.

Major Gérard s
the inventor of the
well-known  folding
cycle which bears his
name, and of which
many varicties are
now in existence.
His cycle weighs
3zlb., and may be
folded in forty
seconds. It is car-
ried on the back, leaving the soldier with his
arms and hands free to assist him in Sur-
mounting obstacles, or handling his carbine.
It is not, however, the ideal soldier’s machine.
One disadvantage is that in riding the weight
of the rider is directly over the hind axle,
which causes tyres to burst, and bearings to
wear out, when ridden for any distance.

A detachable bicycle called the * Tripar-
tite”" is a particularly ingenious contrivance
invented by the well-known British expert
on all military matters, Major Baden-Powell.

Boer dispateh-ridars,
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On loosening the head clasp of this new
appliance, which may be done without the
use of a spanner, the handle-bars can be
drawn out, and the steering post and front
wheel withdrawn from below. The bicycle
is thus disconnected into three parts, which
can be clipped together flaly one upon
another. In fifteen seconds a soldier can
dismount, fold his machine, sling it over one
shoulder, and be on the march.

A folding Licycle, which ante-dates the
Gérard patent by a
vear, and which
claims several ad-
vantages, has been in
great demand in the
United States Army
for the last three or
four years, although,
so far, no particular
pattern of machine
is in gencral use.
This is the Ryan
folding bicycle, note-
worthy for its
strength, and for the
fact that the rider
can fold it instantly,
and hang it on his
shoulder, without
having to buckle
straps or fasten
hooks. Having dis-
mounted to recon-
noitre, there is no
delay in remounting;
the cyclist has merely
to swing the front
wheel into position,
when the two halves
of the machine lock firmly, and he is mounted
and away in a moment.

It is probable that the United States
Government will eventually authorise some
experiments in connection witha special type
of machine for army use. If any particular
pattern is authorised, it will be painted green
—a colour which is not easily distinguishable
at a distance—and there will be no nickel
plating to reflect the sunlight.

In the future, no doubt, actinge on the
experience gained in South Africa, cycles

Cirimim sl frmms
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will be especially adapted to war purposes in
many ways now unknown. It might be a
great advantage, for instance, if the cycle
would float—a feat of which it is not capable
at present, but which it might easily master if
its tubes were larger. It is calculated that its
displacement would support about  zolb.
weight.

Military cycles, by the way, would never,
as a rule, need
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a few sharp-shooters on the coast were
mounted, and the Spanish had a corps of

sharp-shooting cyclists stationed at Manila.
The signal Corps cyvclists are capable of
performing invaluable work in laying tele-
graph wires, and in repairing any breaks in
the lines of communication. Whgn a wire
gives way, or 15 cat, and it is necessary that
repairs shall be made instantly, a bicyclist
can reach the

lamps, which

serve  only  to
blind the rider,
and to betray
his presence.
As 1o the best
tyres  for  sol-
diers’  cycles,

this great pro-
blem, around
which a fierce
war has ever
raged, must be
left to the
future: but, in
the meanwhile,
the French have
gone far 1o solve
it by emploving
on their Gérard
machines a cel-
lular, pneumatic
tyre, which has
two air-tubes, so

point of break-
down, on good
roads, with far
more rapidity
than could a
horseman.

A special
bicycle has been
designed for
wire-laying.
The wires are
carricd ona reel,
which is ope-
rated from the
front wheel.
This recl con-
tains about a
third of a mile
of wire, and the
rider can pro-
ceed at  full
speed and drop
the wire upon
the road behind

that when one him. It can
is punctured the be wound up
other may be ! again in the
blown out,—but 5 -~ same way.
the war cyele { The rider
of the future e B e O e ~ = carries  behind
will  doulnless Folding eycle, invented by Major Gérard, of the French Army. the saddle the
be fined with necessary  tele-

some form of cushion wre and spring
system.

The chicf use of bicycles in the United
States Army is in connection with the Signal
Corps, every member of which, before the
Spanish-American War broke out, was a
cyclist ; however, new men were enlisted
during the war, and probably this is not true
now. The bicycle was not used in Cuba,
owing to the absence of roads, although

phonic and Morse apparatus, so that the wire
can be used either lor welegraphic or tele-
phonic communication,

In the National Guard of the United States
Army a number of cveling ambulances are
now in use. Hospital Corps of cveles can
accompany cavalry and anillery. and are, of
course, far more economical than horse
ambulances, and are always ready for instant
service. The cycling ambulance consists of
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two tandem machines, side
by side, connected by a light
frame-work, upon which is
placed a stretcher. Over
the machines a canvas top
may be erected to protect
the patients from heat, cold,
or rain.  Although 1two
tandems are used, only two
men are required to work
the ambulance, and they
can carry a patient with
ease, on an ordinary road,
at a speed of ten miles an
hour, and with the minimum
of jolting.

As a map-maker, the
military cyclist can perform
invaluable work, and can
easily prepare a sketch and
report of about twenty-five
miles of road in a day.

On emergencies, cyclists could form a novel
means of transport for collecting supplies from
the country round, or for rapidly bringing up
ammunition and supplies from the rear to a
force marching forward without sufficient
transport. .

An enthusiastic advocate of military cveling
has suggested that cooks should be mounted.
They could remain behind 1o clear up after
their column had started from the camp, could
pass it on the march, and could arrive at the
new camping-ground in time to be well pre-
pared for the arrival of the main force !

It is undoubtedly a mistake to suppose
that military cvclists can only ride on roads.
Large tracts of open plain could be crossed
by a cvcle company, if not with much com-
fort, at least at twice the speed which would
be possible afoot; and often cross-country
riding would be possible to trained military
cyclists which might seem impossible from
the ordinary pleasure-secker’s point of view.

When pursued by cavalry, the cycling
corps is well able to take care of itself.
Probably it can out-distance the enemy with
little trouble, but if a stand is determined
upon, the cycles, grounded and scattered
at intervals over the ground, will afford an
entanglement through which no cavalry
could charge without falling into hopeless

Lisutenant Bagan, of the Uaited States Begular Army, with felding bieyels.

confusion. A grounded cycle forms a
steady and convenient rest for the rifle if
desired.

As 1o the best weapon with which military
cyclists should be armed, the cavalry carbine
would seem to hold advantages over the rifle,
although it is with the latter weapon that the
British Volunteer cyclists prefer to be armed.
The French cyclists are armed with the
carbine ; the Austrian cyclists, during recent
manceuvres, were armed only with the pistol.
The carbine has but a slightly smaller muzzle
velocity than the long rifle, and about the
same accuracy; it weighs about zlb. less,
and is shorter, and easier to clean,

The sword is universally condemned for
military cvclists.  If attached to the cycle, it
would probably be left behind when an attack
was made at close quarters ; if worn on the
bely, it would dangle among the spokes, and
would probably inflict more injury to its
owner than to the enemy.

Although American cyclists are armed
with the rifle or carbine, the pistol is con-
sidered the effective weapon whilst the
cyclist is mounted. The soldiers are practised
in drawing and firing their pistols when
travelling at all speeds. The dispatch-riders
in the Transvaal are usually armed only with
a revolver.



	The Cycle in War - cover
	The Cycle in War - index
	The Cycle in War pg.100
	The Cycle in War pg.101
	The Cycle in War pg.102
	The Cycle in War pg.103
	The Cycle in War pg.104
	The Cycle in War pg.105
	The Cycle in War pg.99

